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Walking and Bicycling Safety Surveys 

Distributed to Students County-Wide

In the next few weeks, students throughout Humboldt County will be sent home with surveys for parents and caregivers to fill out and return to school with their children. These short, anonymous surveys will be distributed in English and Spanish.  They will ask how children get to school, what the perceived safety levels for walking and biking are, and will gather relevant data such as the ages of students and how far they live from school.
The surveys come from a national movement called Safe Routes to Schools whose purpose is to encourage children, including children with disabilities, to walk and bike to school by removing barriers that prevent them from doing so. Things like unsafe conditions, school siting issues, closure of neighborhood schools, and budget cuts for transportation are often outside of parent and administrator control in regards to children walking and bicycling to school but survey results will help determine how to increase safety and improve walking and bicycling opportunities for children. 

Many schools in Humboldt County have benefitted from Safe Routes to Schools programs and have received grant funding for infrastructure improvements such as connected sidewalks, raised crosswalks and other traffic calming measures near schools. Bicycle and pedestrian safety education and the coordination of Walk to School Day events are other important components that the program provides to help change behavior and increase the opportunities for students to get physical activity through walking and bicycling to and from school. 

The surveys going home with students this month are being distributed by the Greater Eureka Safe Routes to Schools Task Force with financial support from the Humboldt Community for Activity and Nutrition, Eureka City Schools and BikesThere.   When you receive your survey, please do your part by completing it and sending it back to school with your child by November 4th. Help make every child’s trip to school a safe one.   For more information about the Safe Routes to Schools survey, please contact Melanie Williams at 707-362-1131.
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